
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Artists Studied: 
 
William Morris (1834 – 

1896).  
• William Morris was 
alive during the Victorian 

era. He was an artist, 
poet and textile designer.  
• He was most famous 

for his elaborate 
wallpaper inspired by 
nature. 

 

Alma Thomas: (1891 – 
1978) 
•  Alma Thomas was an 
African-American artist 
and teacher.  
• She is best known for 
her colourful abstract 
compositions. 
• She faced racism 
throughout her life. 

 
 

 William Morris 
wallpaper design. Year 5 Autumn Term 

Colour; Printing 
 

Key Knowledge 
Know that artists create 
work in a range of styles 
(impressionist,) and their 

paintings can be still life, 
landscapes, portraits or 
abstract. 
 
William Morris designed 
patterns that were inspired 
by nature. 
His wallpaper was 
handmade using carved 
wooden printing blocks. 
Patterns repeated and 
overlapped. 
He used a range of muted 

colours.  
Wallpaper designs can be 
categorised e.g. floral, or 
geometric, and can be 
textured. 

Prior Knowledge: 
In Year 3 you learnt what a reduction 

print is and how to apply paint 
evenly onto a tile using a roller.  You 
used this skill to create a repeated 
print. 
In Year 4, you looked at how light 
and shade is created with pencil and 
ink.  

Vocabulary:  
Textile, reduction print, relief print, 
muted colours, vibrant colours, 
abstract, contrast, repeating patterns 

 Alma Thomas  
geometric abstract 
paintings. 
 


